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Albany Capital Center Takes Step to Maximize Indoor Air Quality 
New air purification system will help create a safe space for all of ACC’s activities  

 
ALBANY, N.Y. -- The Albany Capital Center (ACC) announced today plans to install 
Needlepoint Bipolar Ionization Technology as a proactive initiative to continue providing the 
highest quality attendee experience. Approved by Albany Convention Center Authority (ACCA), 
this new system will actively and continuously purify indoor air quality reducing airborne and 
surface contaminants, pollutants and viruses such as COVID-19. 
 
The Bipolar Ionization technology, designed by CHA Consulting, Inc., offers a comprehensive 
indoor air quality solution. While the ACC has remained open throughout the pandemic and has 
already installed a more restrictive filter (MERV-13) per the NYS Public Health Guidelines 
issued by Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the facility is committed to minimizing the risk of 
coronavirus transmissions and strives to bring confidence back to visitors for larger in-person 
meetings, events, conventions and trade shows.  
 
“CHA’s engineers are committed to supporting the Albany Capital Center as it implements 
improvements to its internal systems to welcome visitors back to events,” said Rich Amadon, 
senior vice president, CHA Consulting, Inc. 
 
Plasma Air Needlepoint Bipolar Ionization technology has been tested and proven safe and 
effective in dozens of independent studies. It is proven that Plasma Air Ionization reduced 
coronavirus surrogate (MS2 Bacteriophage) by 99%. Plasma Air’s HVAC unit-mounted ionizers 
use proactive air purification technologies to deactivate airborne viruses safely. The 
needlepoint, brush and tube-style products create millions of positive and negative ions, a 
proven method of virus removal.  
 
The ACC continues to implement protocols and technologies in response to the COVID 
pandemic.  The facility remains in compliance with the CDC and government guidelines, 
enhancing already stringent standards of ASM's Venue Shield program. VenueShield is a 
comprehensive and best-in-class program, deployed at ASM Global managed facilities, 
providing the highest levels of sanitation and safety in partnership with industry experts as well 
as public health officials. Touchless temperature kiosks and contract tracing are also 
implemented when needed.  The added improvement to air quality parlayed with existing 
measures will add to the facility's resume in the application process to become an accredited 
GBAC (Global Risk Advisory Council) Facility. 
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“The management of indoor air quality is important to our efforts in providing for the best 
attendee experience at the Albany Capital Center, and the investment in this technology is but 
one step that the Albany Convention Center Authority has taken to assure that is always the 
case,” said Michele Vennard, chair, ACCA.  
 
“The Albany Convention Center Authority is committed to maintaining the best conditions for 
attendees at the Albany Capital Center and enhanced indoor air quality management will be an 
important part of that guest experience,” said ACCA Board Member, NYS Assembly Member 
John T. McDonald III.  
 
The venue has hosted 49 events in 2021 to date which include, hybrid meetings, sporting 
events and meetings; there are an additional 52 events contracted through the end of 2021 with 
more expected.  To learn more about the ACC, visit www.albanycapitalcenter.com.  
 
About the Albany Capital Center:  
Opened in March 2017, the Albany Capital Center (ACC), operated by leading venue manager 
ASM Global, is a modern, premier event and meeting destination in New York’s culturally rich 
Capital Region. Connected to the Times Union Center, Empire State Plaza and Renaissance 
Albany Hotel via enclosed walkways, the convention center hosts a diverse array of trade 
shows, consumer and social events, and meetings for up to 5,000 guests. It boasts 22,500 
square feet of ballroom/exhibit space, six meeting rooms with 9,200 square feet of space, 
13,500 square feet of pre-function space, state-of-the-art technology, and impeccable dining 
options. The ACC is conveniently located in downtown Albany and within walking 
distance of the New York State Capitol, business and warehouse districts, performing arts 
venues, museums, shops, restaurants and nightlife. The Albany Convention Center Authority 
(ACCA), is a public benefit corporation that administers the operation of the ACC, by ASM 
Global. For more information about the ACC, visit www.albanycapitalcenter.com, or contact the 
sales department at (518) 487-2009 or shannon.licygiewicz@albanycapitalcenter.com.   
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